In the course of reviewing the literature revelant to an ecological study of species of the family Gerreidae, I discovered that most recent faunal works on western Atlantic inshore fishes have failed to give the correct range for the distinctive flagfin mojarra, Eucinostomus melanopterus (Bleeker). In the western Atlantic, E. melanopterus is known to occur from Georgia to Brazil with a hiatus in its distribution from the tip of Florida to the Mississippi River. This species also occurs in the tropical eastern Atlantic from the Cape Verde Islands to the Zaire River (Curran, 1942) . Published records of E. melanopterus in the western Atlantic \ include the central Georgia coast (Dahlberg, 1975) ; Texas (Longley, 1935) ; the West Indies (Longley, 1935; Fowler, 1950; Caldwell, 1966) ; the Gulf coast of Mexico (Darnell, 1962; Alvarez del Villar, 1970) ; the Caribbean coast of Central America (Longley, 1935; Caldwell, Ogren and Giovannoli, 1959; Caldwell and Caldwell, 1964; Gilbert and Kelso, 1971) ; and the Caribbean and Atlantic coasts of South America from Colombia to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (Schultz, 1949; Caldwell and Caldwell, 1964; Cervigon, 1966; Mago, 1970) . Additional localities cited in unpublished works include Jupiter Inlet, Florida (Christensen, 1965) ; Biscayne Bay, Florida (C.R. Robins pers. comm. in Herrema, 1974) ; and Louisiana (Curran, 1942 Dahlberg (1975) . His brief range description was "Georgia, Florida to South America".
I have verified the existence of E. melanopterus in Texas and Florida waters by the examination of 162 specimens in the Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection, Texas A&M University (TCWC). These specimens are from several locations along the Texas coast and from Sebastian Inlet at the border of Brevard and Indian River counties, Florida (Table 1 ). The three specimens from Sebastian Inlet apparently represent the first records from that locality (Gilmore's [1977] record of E. pseudogula from this locality may refer to E.
The confusion concerning the distribution of the flagfin mojarra appears unusual when one considers that this is one of the most distinctive gerreid species found in the western Atlantic.-Several species in this region possess a more or less pronounced black blotch at the tip of the spinous dorsal, but only in E.
melanopterus is this blotch solid, jet black in color and bordered below by a clear region (white in fresh specimens). The latter region is in turn bordered below by an area of scattered melanophores near the base of the fin (Curran, 1942) . According to Curran (1942) , this is also data for at least four specific names among the Gerreidae may or may notrefer to E. me/anopterus.
More recently, the distinctiveness of the flagfin mojarra has been generally recognized, but there has been much debate about the proper specific name for this fish. Curran (1942) Schultz, 1949; Caldwell, Ogren and Giovannoli, 1959; Caldwell and Caldwell, 1964; Gilbert and kelso, 1971) . A solution to this problem awaits further research, but if E. pseudogu/a Poey and E. melanopterus (Bleeker) are synonymous, the latter name has priority. In the interim, recent literature references to E. pseudogula cannot be applied to any species with certainty without an accompanying description or illustration.
One other name has been applied to the western Atlantic flagfin mojarra, but this name has caused little confusion. Longley (1935) considered the African flagfin and the American flagfin to be separate species. Since Bleeker's original description of Gerres (=Eucinostomus) melanopterus was based on African specimens, Longley (1935) renamed the American form Eucinostomus poeyi. Curran (1942) , however, considered the two forms conspecific, and the latter name has received little usage in the literature.
Eucinostomus melanopterus apparently occurs in a wide range of habitats (Table 1) . It occurs on the Texas coast in the warmer months, when temperatures range from 24 to 33° C. Salinities for TCWC specimens ranged from 20 % 0 to 34% 0 , but this species has often been reported from freshwater (Curran, 1942) . TCWC specimens of E. melanopterus were taken in areas with no cover, in grassbeds, or in Spartina marshes. Substrates varied from mud to sand to shell. The large;h,specimen is 80.2 mm SL, which is approl<imately one half of the maximum size reported by Curran (1942) . Young fish (<20 mm SL) were taken in early summer and early to mid-fall. Preliminary data from the author's summer 1980 collections suggest that E. melanopterus is not only one o·f the numerically dominant mojarras in this area but is often one of the seasonally dominant members of the ichthyofauna. 
